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clared to be " indicative of a tendency to anything but the business of matter-of-fact life." 1 For his introduction the poet was probably indebted to Keilson Poe, h*3 cousin at the third remove, who was employed in Gwynn's office; and possibly, as has been stated, it was at the suggestion of Neil-son's father, George Poe, that he also sought the critical advice of John Neal, who had resided in Baltimore some few years Ibef ore, and was now editing- the " Yankee " at Boston. In the correspondence columns of that periodical, in its issue for September, 1829, the following appeared: —
«If E. A, P. of Baltimore —whose lines about Heaven, feaagh he professes to regard them as altogether superior to anything in the whole range of American poetry, »ave two or three trifles referred to, are, though nonsense, rather exquisite nonsense — would but do himself justice, might [sic] make a beautiful and perhaps a mag-uifieent poem. There is a good deal here to justify such a hope.
Dim vales and shadowy floods And cloudy-looking woods, Whose forms we can't discover, For the tears that—drip all over.
The moonlight
falls
Over hamlets, over halls, Wherever they may be, O'er the strange woods, o'er the sea-1 Works, i. cl.leisure in the army. He also entered into some obscure relations with William Gwynn, Esq., then editor of the " Federal Gazette and Baltimore Daily Advertiser," and showed him. the manuscript of " Al Aaraaf," which was de-n, an active interest to promotee is no record of this furlough.
